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1. INTRODUCCIO GENERAL A LA MATERIA | RECOMANACIONS DE

CONEIXEMENTS PREVIS.

This course offers a panoramic view of the mostartgnt lexical and morphological

changes affecting the English language througtieutistory.

2. OBJECTIUS GENERALS

Students will become acquainted with the basicqmples of morphological and lexical
change that English has suffered throughout it®tjgo become what it is nowadays.
This course is also intended to encourage studenitscal abilities with regard to

linguistic phenomena.
3. ESTRUCTURA DELS CONTINGUTS DE L’'ASSIGNATURA

1. WHY SHOULD WE STUDY THE HISTORY OFENGLISH?

2.LEXIS AND SEMANTICS INTRODUCTION
2.1.Basic concepts
2.2. Morphology: inflection vs. derivation
2.3.Methods of vocabulary expansion
2.4. Lexical obsolescence
2.5. Materials: dictionaries and glossaries

3. WORD-FORMATION IN THE HISTORY OFENGLISH



3.1. Basic concepts
3.2. Word-formation processes: compounding, deoweand minor processes

4. FOREIGN INFLUENCE ONENGLISH VOCABULARY
4.1. Introduction
4.2. Influences: Latin, Scandinavian and Frencluénfces

5. SEMANTIC CHANGE
5.1. Motivations of semantic change
5.2. Types of semantic change

6. INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY. INTRODUCTION
6.1. Basic concepts
6.3. Morphological types: Isolating, agglutinatimgflecting and incorporating
languages
6.4. Functions of inflectional morphology

7.INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY. THE NOUN PHRASE
7.1. Basic concepts and general tendencies
7.1.1. Morphological types
7.1.2. Towards simplification
7.1.3. From grammatical gender to natural gender
7.2. Demonstratives and articles
7.3. Nouns and adjectives
7.4. Personal pronouns

8. INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY. THE VERB PHRASE
8.1. Introduction
8.2. Verb types:
8.2.1. Strong Verbs
8.2.2. Weak Verbs
8.2.3. Preterite-present Verbs
8.2.4. Anomalous Verbs

4. METODOLOGIA DE TREBALL DE L’ASSIGNATURA

After the first, introductory sessions, theoretiexiplanations will be combined with
practical exercises which will help the studentsiragate the concepts explained in
class. Students will have to read bibliography rideo to broaden their knowledge and
to fully comprehend the notions taught in class.

5. CRITERIS D'AVALUACIO

There will be two examinations: a term exam in Apm which students will be
assessed on the topics covered in the first pathefcourse (“Lexis and semantics”)
and another at the end of the course (in June)ecoimgy the topics covered in the
second part (“Inflectional morphology”). If studergass the April exam, they will only
have to sit the exam for the second part of thesmin February (only “Inflectional



morphology”). On the contrary, if the students fag April exam, they will have to sit
the final exam in June (which will consist of bqgihrts, one dealing with “Lexis and
semantics” and the other “Inflectional morphology”)

The final grade will be based on the following:
Assessment 1:

o Exam 1 (April):50%

o Exam 2 (June)b0%

Assessment 2:
o Final exam (June), which will consist of 2 pat60%

Important note:

The minimum mark required for a part to be compuiedd (assessment 1 and
assessment 2). In those cases where the mathelnaagecage is higher than 5 but one
part of the exam has been failed, the studenthaile 4.5 in his or her marks record.
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