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1. INTRODUCCIÓ GENERAL A LA MATÈRIA I RECOMANACIONS DE 
CONEIXEMENTS PREVIS. 

 

This course offers a panoramic view of the most important lexical and morphological 

changes affecting the English language throughout its history. 

 

2. OBJECTIUS GENERALS 
 

Students will become acquainted with the basic principles of morphological and lexical 

change that English has suffered throughout its history to become what it is nowadays. 

This course is also intended to encourage students’ critical abilities with regard to 

linguistic phenomena. 

 

3. ESTRUCTURA DELS CONTINGUTS DE L’ASSIGNATURA 
 

1. WHY SHOULD WE STUDY THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH? 

2. LEXIS AND SEMANTICS: INTRODUCTION 

2.1. Basic concepts 

2.2. Morphology: inflection vs. derivation 

2.3. Methods of vocabulary expansion 



2.4. Lexical obsolescence 

2.5. Materials: dictionaries and glossaries 

 

3. WORD-FORMATION IN THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH 

3.1. Basic concepts 

3.2. Word-formation processes: compounding, derivation and minor processes 

 

4. FOREIGN INFLUENCE ON ENGLISH VOCABULARY 

4.1. Introduction 

4.2. Influences: Latin, Scandinavian and French Influences 

 

5. SEMANTIC CHANGE 

5.1. Motivations of semantic change 

5.2. Types of semantic change 

 

6. INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY: INTRODUCTION 

6.1. Basic concepts 

6.3. Morphological types: Isolating, agglutinating, inflecting and incorporating 

languages 

6.4. Functions of inflectional morphology 

 

7. INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY: THE NOUN PHRASE  

7.1. Basic concepts and general tendencies 

 7.1.1. Morphological types 

 7.1.2. Towards simplification 

 7.1.3. From grammatical gender to natural gender 

7.2. Demonstratives and articles 

7.3. Nouns and adjectives 

7.4. Personal pronouns 

 

8. INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY: THE VERB PHRASE  

8.1. Introduction 

8.2. Verb types: 

 8.2.1. Strong Verbs 

 8.2.2. Weak Verbs 

 8.2.3. Preterite-present Verbs 

 8.2.4. Anomalous Verbs 

 

 

4. METODOLOGIA DE TREBALL DE L’ASSIGNATURA  
 

While the theory sessions are to focus on the different topics included in the outline, the 

practical sessions are to be devoted to the realization of activities in which students will 

demonstrate that they fully comprehend the notions taught in class. Students will be 

encouraged to read bibliography in order to broaden their knowledge and to fully 

comprehend the notions taught in class.  

 

 

5. CRITERIS D’AVALUACIÓ 
 



The student will be able to choose one of two options: 

a) Mixed assessment (continuous assessment plus final exam): 

• a student’s regular attendance to at least 80% of the practical sessions (the 

number of practical sessions will be stipulated by the lecturer on the first week) 

will contribute up to 15% towards their final mark. Students will need to take 

part in the practical sessions proposed by the teacher; 

 

• a student’s production of 2 written essays, and the marks obtained in them, will 

contribute up to 15% towards their final mark. The essays will have to be sent 
by e-mail or given in on the day stipulated by the teacher. Plagiarism, excessive 

and/or uncritical use of internet sources and faulty expression in English will be 

penalized; 

 

• those students who choose to be assessed in this manner –and pass the 

continuous assessment– will have to take a final exam, but its mark will count 

for 70% of the total; 

 

• it is necessary to pass the exam (with a 5) for the remaining 30% to be added to 

the mark. 

 

b) Exam-only assessment: 100% final exam. 

Those students who choose this option are nevertheless encouraged to do the rest of the 

subject’s activities (exercises provided in the practical sessions and essays), since it is 

all invaluable practice for the final exam. In their case, any marks obtained will be for 

their guidance. 

 

c) Description of the final exam:  
 

The final exam will comprise the following parts: 

• Lexis, semantics and derivational morphology (Assessment types: A and B) 

• Inflectional morphology (Assessment types: A and B) 

• Activities related to the practical sessions/essays (ONLY for those who choose 

assessment type B (the exam-only assessment)) 

 

Important note: 
All need to be compensated, with a minimum average pass mark of 5 for the whole 

exam. The minimum mark required for a part to be computed is 4. In those cases where 

the mathematical average is higher than 5 but one or more parts of the exam have been 

failed, the student will have 4.5 in his or her marks record. It will be necessary for 
ALL students to take the exam. 

 

6. ADVICE TO THE STUDENTS 
• please take good notice of any deadlines for submission of work. No excuses 

will be accepted or deadlines extended; 

• all students will take official exams on the date stipulated by the faculty. The 

teacher will not set an exam on an alternative date unless for a major reason; 

• make use of tutorials. 
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